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FM USDEL SECRETARY IN NEW YORK 
TO AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 

SECRETSECTO 10012 

NODIS 

FOR AMBASSADOR FROM ATHERTON 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, LE, IS 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE TRANSFER OF U.S.-ORIGIN EQUIPMENT TO LEBANON 
REF: A. TEL AVIV 6078; B. TEL AVIV 7143 

1 . WE HAVE OTAINED RECENT RELIABLE INFORMATION THAT ON 
SEPTEMBER 28, FOLLOWING WITHDRAWAL BY THE IDF FROM LEBANON, 

A NUMBER OF "SUPER SHERMAN" TANKS WERE STILL INSIDE 
LEBANON NEAR QLAYA. WE HAVE HAD INFORMATION THAT SUPER 
SHERMANS MAY HAVE BEEN IN THE POSSESSION OF CHRISTIAN 
MILITARY ELSEWHERE THAN IN THE SOUTH, BUT THIS LATEST 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SOUTH IS THE HARDEST AND MOST RELIABLE 
YET. OUR INFORMATION DOES NOT INDICATE WHEN OR HOW 

TANKS WERE OBTAINED, AND IT IS POSSIBLE THEY MAY HAVE 
BEEN IN LEBANON FOR SOME MONTHS. 

2. THE PROBLEM LIES IN FACT THAT AS WEIZMAN HAS 
ACKNOWLEDGED (REF B), ISRAELI-MODIFIED SUPER SHERMAN 
TANK CONTAINS U.S.-ORIGIN EQUIPMENT, INCLUDING ENGINES, 

PROVIDED ISRAEL UNDER FMS AGREEMENTS AND TO WHICH 
THIRD-COUNTRY TRANSFER PROVISIONS APPLY. ACTUAL TANK 
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CHASIS MAY NOT NECESSARILY HAVE BEEN ACQUIRED BY 
ISRAEL UNDER FMS ARRANGEMENTS. 

3. UNTIL NOW WE HAVE TAKEN POSITION, IN RESPONSE TO 
INSISTENT PRESS AND CONGRESSIONAL QUERIES ABOUT POSSI- 
BILITY OF ISRAEL S HAVING TRANSFERRED U.S.-FURNISHED 
EQUIPMENT TO CHRISTIAN FORCES IN LEBANON IN VIOLATION 
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OF AGREEMENTS WITH U.S., THAT U.S. HAS NO REASON TO 
DOUBT ISRAELI ASSURANCES THAT SUCH TRANSFERS HAVE NOT 
OCCURRED (OUR MOST RECENT INFORMATION ON THIS SUBJECT 
WAS PROVIDED YOU BY WIZMAN ON AUGUST 16-REF (A)). 

IN VIEW OF RECENT INFORMATION OUTLINED ABOVE, HOWEVER, 

WE BELIEVE WE NEED TO ASK GOI WHETHER, AND IF SO WHAT, 

MILITARY EQUIPMENT WITH U.S.-FURNISHED ARTICLES IT MAY 
HAVE PROVIDED CHRISTIANS. 

4. PLEASE LET ME HAVE YOUR RECOMMENDATION AS QUICKLY 
AS POSSIBLE ABOUT HOW WE CAN BEST HANDLE THIS OB 
VIOUSLY DELICATE ISSUE WITH ISRAELIS. 

VANCE 
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